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Housekeeping
* This meeting is a live & recorded event — please mute yourself & G

turn off your camera if you do not want to be seen on the
recording.

* If you want to ask a question, please type your message in the
chat and we will respond. Please ensure all personal details are
removed.

* Please note we may not be able to cover all questions raised
today, but please do not hesitate to contact one of the team
after the event if you need further information or guidance
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Agenda- action packed tonight! @ u

* Guest speaker — Lisa Pinkerton G
*EP support — Vicky De Cloedt

* CCN slot — Kimberley Turnbull
*Early Years Inclusion Team updates/reminders
* Funding update
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The value of visuals in the Early Years @ u
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Welcome Lisa Pinkerton from ‘Widget’
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Technical Support

) Contact us Training
@ Telephone: 01926 333680 Widgit training resources and free
Email: support@widgit.com webinars to help you make the most of
your software
International Support
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Helpsheets '

Video Tutorials
Our bite-sized videos will help you to get PDF guides to setting up accounts

you started

Online manual covering all the features
of Widgit Online

@m | Borders Help Centre
o_w Bring structure, style and clarity to your

resources with Borders.
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@ Understand the purpose and benefits of using symbols. TS
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@ Understand how to roll out symbol usage consistently.
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: Leave with practical next steps...
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Understanding Inclusion
presence



Policy and Practice
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Removing Barriers

COouLD YOU'S
PLEASE

SHOVEL THE Fuips ARE WAITING TO ’
USE THE STAIRS.
WHEN | GET THROUGH
SHOVELING THEM OFF,
THEN | WILL CLEAR g
THE RAMP FOR YOU A&
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YOU SHOVEL THE

RAMP, WE CAN
ALL GET IN

© 1007 MICHALL ¥ GIANGRECO. ILLUSTRATION BY KEVIN RUELLE
PEYTRAL PUBLICATIONS

INSPIRED BY A PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENT WITH DISABILITIES




Physical environments

Visitors' Car Park
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a Staircase A

WARNING TO PUBLIC

THIS BUILDING SITE IS
PRIVATE PROPERTY.
NO UNAUTHORISED
PERSON ALLOWED.

Liability will not be
accepted by the builder
for any injury sustained

by trespassers.

NOTICE TO PARENTS

Parents are especially
requested to warn
children of the dangers
and consequences of
trespassing on this site.
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Physical environments

/\ ADVERTENCIA

ESTA AREA CONTIENE UN COMPONENTE
QUIMICO QUE SE CONOCE EN EL ESTADO
DE CALIFORNIA COMO CAUSANTE DE
CANCER DE DEFECTOS CONGENITOS
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How symbols can help... and why




How symbols can help... and why




Why symbols work...

visual vs sequential
mous

processing
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Removing Barriers: Simple Changes

Definitions
Fitness Suite




Symbols vs Pictures




Symbols vs Pictures
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Why symbols?



The Widgit Schema
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Who symbolisation supports...




How symbols support...
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Reflection...

“Where do pupils in your setting
currently rely on adult support to
understand routines, tasks, or

expectations?” ?




The Early Years Resource Pack...
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Communication
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Phonics
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rug hug mug tug cut but (- @ B

bun bug yum hug bus mug run bug bus P l n
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Literacy
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Sequences and Routines

[ Start Going outside

&
Coat on

El End

Fasten coat




Navigating the Setting
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Sensory Space

Feathers
Sequins
Pipe cleaners
Lolly sticks
Fabric
Googly eyes

Stickers




Celebrations




Emotional Literacy and Regulation




Making Meaningful Choices

Choice Board

10 Green ; ; e

Bottles Twinkle, Twinkle If you're happy...

Incy Wincy Row, Row, Row She Sells
Spider Your Boat Seashells

~ & &

The Wheels on
the Bus

8 W

Goldilocks Red Riding Hood 3 Billy Goats

Sing a Rainbow Humpty Dumpty
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Making Meaningful Choices

How to build confident
early learners
i) - e ]
4 ] LR . 3 b
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Strategies to help children in Early Years
develop communication and language skills



Any Questions?




The Educational Psychology Team joins us to share
a support opportunity
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Early Years Practitioner
Supervision

Dr Vicky De Cloedt — Educational Psychologist
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What is Early Years Practitioner Superwsmn’? :

* This is a safe, dedicated, non-judgemental space for Early Years
Practitioners to collaboratively develop ideas and actions to help
In supporting a child with additional needs.

“Supervision is a process of professional learning and
development that enables individuals to reflect on and develop

their knowledge, skills, and competence.” (The Health Care and
Professions Council, 2024)

e worcestershire
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* Sessions will be facilitated by an Educational Psychologist, and I:I
they will be supported by an Assistant Educational Psychologist.

Who will lead the session?
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Why are we offering the sessions? :

* We are offering this space to provide further support to Early Yea
settings outside of the Joint Assessment Meeting process.

* We felt offering this supervision would be beneficial to support
early intervention across Early Years.
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What structure will sessions follow? .

* The supervision sessions take

a Solution Circles approach. S oeanter
* Once the case has been ,ﬁ[ﬁﬁw

presented, the group will have WISISIOHR

the opportunities to ask et

questions and collaboratively decides Slecuss

explore solutions together. & reflects AEh
* Attendees leave the session

with strategies that they can e

try to implement into their solutions

practice.

worcestershire
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What type of case should | bring? :

* You can bring any case that you are finding difficult and needing
some extra guidance or support with.

* We just ask that you only bring one case and when signhing up you
Include some information about the case you intend to discuss.
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Attendees and duration?
* There will be up to 6 attendees 0

* Sessions will last for 60 minutes and taker place virtually via MS
Teams.
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How do | sign up?

* Scan the following QR code to sign up for a supervision session:
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* You can also contact us with any questions via the following
email:

Any questions?

edpsychology@worcestershire.gov.uk

worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education

county council
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CCN Team slot — Kimberley Turnbull
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Supporting Children with
Complex Communication
Needs in the Early Years

Kimberley Turnbull
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A free suite of resources designed to support
pre-verbal children, or those with complex
communication needs in Early Years.

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education
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A Resource Package for Children
with Complex Communication
Needs in Early Years

A suite of resources to support pre-school children
with significant communication and interaction
needs in a mainstream setting.

This package contains resources to support all
areas of the EYFS, in the form of short webinars,
advice sheets and resources, broken down into the
4 specific strands of the EYFS.

It has been designed to be used by SENCOs to
develop their own knowledge/resources, or as a
way of settings facilitating training with staff on a
range of strategies

Cost: Free

To find out more:
Scan the QR code and search code 10691

Visit CPD and search code 10691



The Unigue Child - Webinars

* SCERTS in the Early Years (Part 1
and 2)

* Developing early
communication skills

. Objects of Reference

N W
A Y X
’ ;« ’ il
}r‘, A ) @
Fava Va7ay S
A Jorary b
VATAY 7
s ATATL v

Support Chlldr'en with Complex Developing early
Communication Needs in Early Years: communication skills
Part 1 - Assessment

Taken from SCERTS by: Barry Prizant, Amy Wetherby, Emily Rubin and Amy Laurent

OBJECTS OF REFERENCE
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The Unique Child — Advice Sheets and

Resources

Advice Sheets

* Developing early
communication/choice

making

www.worcest

IDEVELOPING EARLY COMMUNICATION SKILLS

An introduction fo enabling communication with children who do not yet use spoken words
within 2 mainsfream setfing. This advice sheet compliments the webinar of the same fifle.

Overview

Children with complex communication needs, including sutism, may attend 2 mainsiraam-
esdyveers setling. Where children have not yet developed the ability to express needs and
wants to others, 8 muliagency approach, including familizs and speech and languags
therapy, may be nesded. This advice shest aims to compliment the individusl
recommendations with some general information and strategies that may be helpful.

Modes of communication

Communication is the exchange of information, thoughis or ideas between two people.
Communication can invalve spoken words, written langusge. body language, etc. To be
successful. communication needs to involve at least two people. There are lots of ways
apart from spoken words that information can ba shared, for example, using objects,
photographs, symbols, signs and alternative and sugmentative communication systems.
[AAGC). It is important that a child’s mode of communication is supported throughaout the
day, both for receptive and expressive communicafion.

Raceptive communication: Expragsive communication

Child needs 1o "hear
instructions, choices and
informatian from others in their -
made, for example, an abject of F

1 reference alangside o verbal
instruetion 1o go outside. 1 l

Child needs resaunces available
for the wands they may wan! or
nieed bo use, for sxampls, a
communication baard with
abjects to represent the choices
inplay, P& atrain, a spade, sk

Planning communication activities:
It may be helpful to consider the things the child enjoys, and plan ways for them to meke
thoss choices throughout the day.

Considerations:
» Observation. Carefully notice the activities, sensory profile and passions or interests
the child has and enjays.
# Communication based sessions nead to be timetablad regulsrly as well 8= nonverbal
communication being resowrced and planned for throughout the day/curriculum.

Resources
e SCERTS assessment

forms

CERp . SCERTSin Acti
’::; ! i-‘j;! n lon

Child's name:

OBSERVATION AND ASSESSMENT FORM — SOCIAL PARTNER STAGE
(I am using body language, gestures, and facial expressions to communicate)
Date of Birth:

20,

w worcestershire
es'county council

Setting Person/s completing form:
Scoring criteria: 2 = cor ly across two partners and two contexts 1 = inconsistent 0 = not yet observed
A‘;-'e"";m | can communicate for many reasons (WHY | communicate) Date | Date | Date | Date
n
JA1.2 | Initiate interaction
Criterion: The child initiates interaction through nonverbal or vocal means by using the proximity (moving toward a person),
physical contact, or gaze
JA4A Request desired food or things
Criterion: The child directs nonverbal actions or vocal signals to get another person to give a desired food item or object. The
signals must be directed to a person by using proximity (moving toward a person), physical contact, or gaze.
JA5.2 | Request social games
Criterion: The child directs nonverbal actions or vocal signals to direct a person to begin or to continue carrying out a game-
like social interaction
— | can communicate in many ways (HOW | communicate) Date | Date | Date | Date
SU 4.4 | Use giving or pointing gestures
Criterion: The teacher uses at least 3 different contact gestures (i.e., the child's hand touches another person, a thing, or a
picture} that are conventional (i.e., giving, pointing, and pushing away)
SU 1.2 | Imitate familiar actions when elicited by a partner
Criterion: The child imitates or closely approximates a familiar aclion or sound immediately after a pariner models an action
(e.g., clapping during a song, reaching up to be carried, efc.).
Mutual | | can cope with the help of others (MUTUAL Emctional Regulation) Date | Date | Date | Date
MR2.1 | Soothe when comforted by a caregiver
Criterion: The child or calms down quickly when the caregiver offers comfort verbally or nonverbally with the. excepfion_of
periods of time when the child is experiencing exireme dysregulalion, fear, or violafions of expectations.
MR2.6 | Make choices when offered by a caregiver
Criterion: The child directs nonverbal or vocal signals to make a choice when offered by a partner.
MR3.1 Express negative emotion to seek comfort
Criterion: The child displays a clear vocal of facial expression of disiress or frusiration and shares it with another person by
looking at, approaching (e.g., crawling over to), gesturing toward (e g, raising arms to be picked up), or fouching that person
(pulling on pant leq) to seek comiort
Self | | can cope on my own (SELF Emotional Regulation) Date | Date | Date | Date
SR2.3 | Use behaviours modeled by others to self-scothe or focus myself,
Criterion: The child uses behaviours (Le., simple motor actions or sensory motor strategies) that are imitated either
immediately or gt a later ime from those modeled by caregivers fo regulate arousal level (e.g., using a chew tube, jumping,
squeezing)
SR34 | Use iors to make an i

Criterion: The child uses an object representing an upcoming activity to make a transition, using movement, and using a
comfort item.




Positive Relationships: Webinars

* Developing positive relationships
* Intensive interaction

* Copy Box
g s
* What’s in the box
o O
g -
" THE coPY BOX "
DVEV\{:E_IHO‘P::'[—'NI(iDIEOEiIIw"\-/'g I:*EA_VAJ ]é%w%lcéf(s Using a double set of toys to help encourage An A WHAESf INET:{EI.BS.X? TJoint
COMMUNICATION NEEDS IN EARLY attention sharing and turn taking skills with o it Uit Crildren who have Complex
YEARS st i e i gl gl S Communication Needs in Early Years

needs in Early Years

Autism/CCN Team
Autism/CCN Team

Autism/CCN Team
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Positive Relationships: Advice sheets and resources

Advice sheets:

* Developing positive
relationships

* Intensive interaction

« Copy Box

 What’s in the box

COPY BOX
An introduction to using a dupficate set of toys to hared attention and of
connection. This advice sheet compliments the webcast of the same title.

Aims: —©

To encourage moments of connection/social interaction
To validate the child’s play.

To encourage and extend joint attention.

To facilitate language and communication development

Whatis it? | &

Copy Box is a child-led approach using a double set of toys,
presented fo a child in a large container such as a fray or box.
It is important that the type of foys or resources you put in the
copy baox are relevant to the child's developmental needs and are
likely to appeal to the child] The idea of copy box is to play with
the child by offering them the box and WAITING to see what they
choose to do. You then use your box with the exact same foys
and resources to COPY the child's actions and choices. Games
that use and encourage copying help children to develop their
observation and imitafion skills which in turn, are imporiant for
developing social communication skills.

Who would benefit? | %

A child who is a social A child who benefils from
partner and benefits from attuned emotional support

A child whose play is often
solitary and experiences.

difficulty in sharing
attention in play

visualfsensory input and from a trusted adult
reduced lanquage.

LERY

[t

The Copy Box and SCERTS: ~&-

In Worcestershire, our feam uses the SCERTS model when warking with young children. This model
is designed fo help children develop skills and understanding within both social communication and
emotional regulation through.the use of different transactional supports. The Copy Box approach
supports all three aspects of SCERTS model.

s Within Social Communication (i.e., why and how the child communicates), this approach can
establish the building blocks needed for interaction by promoting moments of connection.

Within Emotional Regulation (i.e., how a child copes on their own and with help), this approach
can provide positive experiences which help to build trust with an adult.

Transactional Support (i.e., what we can do to suppert the child), this approach is a short
intervention that can be easily implemented with just a few resources.

Where and when to use it?

Aim for 3 minutes once a day, at least 2 or 3 times per week. The more the child practises, the better
they will become and the more effective the intervention will be. Sessions should be carried out on a
1:1 basis in a guiet leaming space with minimal distractions.

Resources:
e Solution finding chart (early
years)

“worcestershire

f Solution Finding Chart:
Where did it happen? Sensory Triggers Prepared for transition What was happening?

H What happened before? What was the child being asked to do?
An to posiive W young autistic Chiliren or Chiliren with COmEIEX COMMUNICAHoN Needs who D Inside Tick all that apply Tick all that apply D Adult led:
may be entering mainstream schoo! with an Education. Healtt and Care Plan. O O obj

D Outside Hungry Objects of reference
Why are relationships with a key adult so important? O Moving rooms 8 Thirsty O sonsignifier =8 measy play, story
Neumtmical children often actively interact and communicate with others, using verbal language or physicalfacial O snack O Hot O Photograph
cues. They also quickly learn how to interpret the intentions of others by picking up on their tone of voice and their O O .
body language. Autistic children can show little desire or abdity to communicatelengage with others, or may respond O LunchiTea Cold Warning
in ways we do not understand. This, however, does not mean that they do not want to interact or have fun with O brop off O wet O count down
others. We need to find ways to make it happen, and this staris with a trusted adult. P O O

O Pickup Soiled Timer
How do positive relationships help? O pifferent adult O signs of iliness O Part of routine O individual
We ask autistic children to step into the unknown every day, especially when starting a new school. When we try o O Change to daily routine O Tired O Had the child finished what they O eai
play/interact with them. it can be so scary that they are overwhelmed — they may tum away, ignore the other person, O had been doing Pair
or push them away. Whilst it may feel like the chid does not want to engage, it is important to think about what would o ) Change of clothes O smaltgroup
make the situation less scary; this can often be having someone that they trust. There are 3 key questions that need Communication by child: O 100 Noisy? O Has the activity come to a natural O
to underpin everything that we do to support autistic children and are particularly pertinent when it comes to starting O Removing clothing O finish Whole group
schoot Too busy? 0o 7

) O Moving away O Too bright? DG\LV:?"('I'VSE to transition in their
SUURRSRNTI bReredsbe : O3 Loaving space O Toodare? O3 Folow e chitds load

O Hiding O Too comety? ollow the child's leal
Developing a trusting relationship with a key adult can often help an autistic chid answer these questions and step O v O child Led:
oS = Always on the move O other

Seeking adult
Positive relationships and SCERTS O Biting
The SCERTS approach is designed to help chidren develop skills and understanding within both social O Hitting
communication and emobonal regulation through the use of different transactional supports. Developing a positive O )
relationship with a trusted adult is key to all three aspects of SCERTS approach: 0 S\VN\DWE . - [ Was the object that they want available?
Social Communication — why and how a child communicates (5'::::: i.;:,ﬁz;f:gé O could they do the activity where they wanted?
For children whose social communication difficulties mean that they struggle to initiate interaction or respond 1o the g g . .
initiations of ofhers, a key adult can help set the stage for interaction crying) g Did other children affect their play?
Did things go wrong in their play?
Emotional Regulation — how a child copes on their own and with help:
For children who are fearful of interaction because they stmg%l: msfredm that others are a source of r
=l ip, a frusting i can help them take the risk.

Transactional Support — what we can do to support the child:
Developing a pasitive refationship with a key adult 1s an important strategy fo lay the foundations for both social
-ation and agul

Who would benefit?

Children at al SCERTS stages benefit from having positive relaonships with aduits in the classroom. Social
Partners (SCERTS) in particular wil need a key adult who understands their unique profie of strengths and
challenges and who is able to adjust their interactive style accordingly.

How often?
Ideally interactions should build on naturally occurring c:ﬁponmmes within the school day but they also need to be
ratgmw s that ntv{:l and

L]
planned for. Gather together a collection oe are likely to appeal to the keep them close by jE=====os
should me|y be needed to encourage engagement. Aim for at least 3 minutes of interaction, at least 3 times a day.
Be mindful that, within that. you may only get a few seconds of engagement at first but keep trying

county council




Enabling Environments: Webinars
* Designing Meaningful activities

* Choosing boards

* Now/Next boards
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Meanmgful Activities For Children
with Complex Communication
Needs in Early Years

o5

Autism/CCN Team Now/Next Board

worcestershire
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Enabling Environments: Advice Sheets

Advice Sheets:

* Designing meaningful activities

* Choosing boards

Now/Next Board

A VISUE) SUPPGIT 13 BrOREE TSN 5 SUDPONT ihe Ghi,

e Now/next “—.

[

s happening.

language araund an activity.

predictabilty.

} | Who would benefit?

A MewiMaxt baard iz a suppert to pravide the child with irfermation about what

«  Safe: Ematianal safety in activities that are known and experienced before. The
symbalsipictures ensure aduls and shild have the same sxpectation and

+  Predictabie: The symbokipiciures and the simple use of languags make activities

= Deslrabla: Personalised, highly metivating activities for the pugil.

o The bozed is mads up of a symbal,
phiolograph ar abject 1o show what is
bapianing new [an the left) and 3 symisal,
phiotogragh ar object of what is happaning
reet (1 the right].

A child wiva benedils froem
wisual suppont to urderstand
and foeus an speken
anguage.

with transition and small

changes.

|| & chid whe needs suppert |

A child wha benefits fram
wigual supports te help

thern focus.

When to use it?

mvents,

NowiMlest bosrds shaudd be used cansisterdly treaghaut the day o sequense seasecitive

At first use highly motivating When the child is ready, you
activities for both Mow’ and the can gradually adspt the Now™
Text.” activity but ahways ensure the
task is developmentally
relevant.

www.worcesters

DESIGNING MEANINGFUL ACTIVITES FOR CH

WITH COMPLEX COMMUNICATION NEEL

An infrodustion fo supporting children in Esdy Years who may be struggling fo er "}‘

environment, with the sctiviies on offer or with the people sround fh

ire meaningful activities?

wgful activity for a child with sutism or complex communication neec
sirable, captures their attention and motivates them to engage with
Ferent for every child but will capitalise on the things that they are n

o they help?

cepture and potentially extend the child's interast.
can motivate the child to engage with an adult, request mors and p

ngful activities and SCERTS

is designed to help children develop social communicstion and am
1 thenugh theuse of different fransactional supports. Designing me:
is one of the key areas of transactional support within the SCERTE
ful activities promote joint attention and encourage communication:

artner:

ful activities include those with sensory properties that are intrinsics
{e.g., movement, music, art, and messy play) and have purpossful
s (2.g., hiding games and cayse-=ffect’ toys).

e Partmer:
ul activities include those with hands-on gualities that lend towards
cial interests, or 2 desirable gnd-point.

ation Partner:
ul activities include embedding the child's special interests within &

that activities hawe infrinsically rewsrding sensory properties and 2
lesd to 5 productive and mesningful cutcome.

hould they be used for?

who are at any Partner Stage (SCERTS) benefit from meaningful g
iocial Pariners that they are provided with activities and resources {
ful to them.

should they be used?

i to be embedded within the continuous provision of the s=tting

ICHOOSING BOARDS

AN INEDOUCHaN 1 SUEPONING oung SAVGIEN ket COMEISY COMMUNICIIDN eSS Who My be S kith making
chalces.

WHAT IS A CHOOSING BOARD?

Choosing Baards essentially prasent optians ta a child with & series of picturesiobjects illustating what is
available. Learning to make small chaices as a yaung child can lead 1o making bigger chaices as an adult.
Ultimataly, making chaices improves communication, quality of e, and independence. Understanding
preferences and making choices knawn can be difficult for some autistic children. Theay often benafit from a
concrede way o visualy understand what their options are and bow 1o communicate their choios 1o othars.

Initially, the pictures need 1o ook Siglarda the actual chjec! poardec foc the child bt make the connection
Betwean the piclure and the objact. Anitem relating fo the aclivity may alsa be wad far pupils warking with
concrede resowroas. Allernatively, photographs of the exact object can be taken. Some pupils may be able ta
urderstand pictures or symbols which can be gepgralisag.o different ypes of the same object (e.g., a symbal
af a puzzle far muliple types of guezle).

HDW DO THEY HELP?

Ta anable fochild o make decisions and express preferences.
= Topromate a communication sxchange.
= To namow the choices dawn - there could be as litthe as 2 aplions at first.
*  Toimplement stracture, routine and familiarity, which could help to reduce ansiaty.

WHO SHOULD THEY BE USED FOR?

Chilkdren wha ane a2 the Language Partner Stage and the Conversation Partner Stage (SCERTS) are most
likely to benafit from goslaesins board that uses phatagraphs, piclures or symbals. The type of visual cue
depands on the child. Social Partners (SCERTS) can be encauraged %o make a dhoice when presented with
abjecis of referance.

WHEN SHOULD THEY BE USED?

Choosing boards can be used whenever the chid can be sncouraged o make a choice. Some examples of
when ane might be usef includa:

. Actiwities during free ar play me,

® Faod ilerns during saiek ar meals,

. Books in the Book Comer,

. Bensary actwities,

® ‘Which academic tasks 1o work on first (if possibla),
. ‘Which work tasks o complete first [ possile],

. "With whom to spend their time a2 Braak,

L2 AGarnes i play Al Break




Learning and Development: Webcasts

* Emotional regulation
* Power of Music

* Designing sensory curriculum parts 1 and 2
* Song signifiers

‘o X 0 lul @ Ak O ¥
EMOTIONAL REGULATION FOR Using a sensory approach in The Power of

Music

CHILDREN WITH COMPLEX a mainstream setting
COMMUNICATION NEEDS IN

Music to su, pport social communication, mutual |
regulation and relationships.

Part 1: areas and ideas

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education county council



Learning and Development: Advice sheets @O

and resources

Advice Sheets:

Emotional regulation
Using a sensory approach
Song signifiers

EMOTIONAL REGULATION

An introduction fo supporfing fhe-emedional requistion with young aufistic chifdren or children with complex communicstion
needs who may be enfering mainstresm school with an Education, Health snd Care Pian

Why is this so important?

Autistic children often have ta work exdremely hard to navigate the challenges they face. At School, these
challenges come from mulfiple sources, not least the pace of the curriculum, the sensory input of their
environmeant, and the social demands of their peers.  Autistic children can struggle to regulate their emational
responses and become overwhelmed. They may experience big emotions that they do not recognise or
understand, and this can be scary. They may experience 2 build-up of siress/anxiety that can lead to
complete dysregulation, offen referred to as a ‘meltdown.’

How can we help?

It zcan be helpful to think of the 'stress bucket’ anslogy. Everyday experiences (stressors) fill
up the bucket until it reaches the top. Then. a minor event (frigger) causes the bucket fo
averflow and the child becomies dysregulated. Whilst it may s=em that the trigger is small, it
is the build-up of stressors in the bucket that has made the last event unmanageable. We =
«can help offset the amount of siress going into the bucket by ‘releasing the tap’ through I

making sdeptions to the child's environment and to our intersctive style. Vs can also model ==
strategies that the child can use to help them maintain & more regulated state.

Emotional regulation and SCERTS

The SCERTS approach is designed to help children develop skills and understanding within both social
communication and emotional regulstion theougbthe use.of different transactional supports. Developing a
positive relationship with a trusted sdult is key to all three aspects of SCERTS spproach:

Social Communication —why and how a child communicates:

For children whose social communication difficulies mean that they struggle to express how they feel, support
is needed to enable them to communicate their nesds effectively.

Emotional Regulation — how a child copes on their own and with help:

Faor children who struggle to manage their emofional responsas, support can be provided to alleviate some of
the load and offsat the build-up of anxiety.

Transactional Support — what we can do to support the child:

We can be responsive fo the child's levels of arousal and use strategies and approaches so that they do not
reach an overload state.

Who would benefit?

Children at all SCERTS stages benefit from emoticnal regulation strategies. Social Partners (SCERTS) jo.
particular will need adults who are attuned to the eary signs that their fesling are beginning to escalate and
who can make the right adjustments for them when they cannet communicate their needs effectively.

Resources:

Power of music additional songs, assessment tool and visuals.

Observation template

USING A SENSORY APPROACH IN A MAINSTREAM CLASSROOM
An infroduction fo supporting children with significant social and communication needs
within a mainstream environment.

DIFFERENTIATING THE CURRICULUM — WHY?

Children who have not yet developed functional communication skills may need adaptations
and additional provision jn,order. to reach their potential and thrive. Practitioners need to_
understand individual strengths and passions, and use this to support leaming. Achieving
success requires all adulis to be thoughtful, curious and reflective.

DIFFERENTIATING THE CURRICULUM — HOW?

Some pupils will need a significantly different ‘day’ to their peers. In designing an

individual's timetable, consider:

= Whole group provision that is enjoyable, relevant or meaningful for the child (i.e. forest
school sessions, snack or story fimes etc.)

« [ndividual provision the child needs. Please see additional webinarsfadvice sheets for
each area. This could include:

Intensive interaction

Sensory-motor based play

Meaningful and developmentally relevant adult led activities

IMovement based activities, and movement breaks, such as sensory circuits.

Music based aclivities

Communication focused activities

« Regulation time where the child has time and space to take a break’ from social and
sensory demands, as they require.

+ Alternative spaces/places/activities that are available.

DIFFERENTIATING THE CURRICULUM — PLANNING

Investing fime at the beginning of each unitftopic thinking about how to implement it for a
child who may not yet be using functional communication is important. For all aclivities
considering the child's communication needs and opportunities is valuable, and crucial in
ensuring that the resources needed to support/facilitate communication jn_a_given activity
are readily available. These need to incorporate resources for both expressive and
receptive communication.

YYVYY¥YY

Observation is important in planning. Allowing a child time to explore materials/resources/

artihobhoce and noaticinn wrhat intoaracte thoam ~arn he balnfiool infarmmatian WWhan ahoeanana =

Below is a list of songs that can be used in addition to the three listed on the trair
PowerPoint. You don’t have to stick to this list, as long as the song is simple and

Song list

M e

Hello Song

with, you can pick other songs the pupil might enjoy.

Remember to use the same songs regularly, to support predictability during the ¢

Head, Shoulders, knees and toes (with actions) f %

Goodbye Song

&

Old MacDonald (encourage children to insert their own animals).
Itsy Bitsy Spider (with actions).

The Hokey Pokey (with actions).

Five Little Speckled Frogs.

The Wheels on the Bus.

Wind the Bobbin Up.

Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer Singing
We're Going to the Zoo.
Baby Shark. gﬁ
One Finger, One Thumb Keep Moving ‘\‘
| am the Music Man

Instruments

Bingo

B

<'county c¢
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To find out more:
Scan the QR code and search code 10691

Visit CPD and search code 10691
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx

% worcestershire
<~county council

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education
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We believe this will be available by March 2026. ﬁ

White Paper SEND Reforms

If you would like to keep your eye on it check it will be disseminated
through the DfE and Parliament.

We will cover this in the next cluster hopefully.

== worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education

</county council



Reminder: Enhanced Early Years Provision Tender @O

The tender for Enhanced Early Years Provision in Redditch/Bromsgrove, Wyre Forest,
Evesham/Pershore and Malvern is now open.

The intention is to deliver:

e enhanced provision for children whose identified complex needs make it difficult to attend
mainstream early year provision(s) for their full NEF entitlement.

e enhanced provision that can support dual attendance enabling children to also access
appropriate support within their local community.

For more information, please visit: https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-
services/schools-education-and-learning/send-local-offer/childcare-or-preschool-children-
send/enhanced-early-years-provisions

The deadline for tender submissions is Friday 20th February.

worcestershire
ounty council

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education
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Self Evaluation Tool for Inclusion

Early Years Inclusion A to Z of resources | Worcestershire County Council

Self-Evaluation Tool for Inclusion
In Early Years | Worcestershire
County Council now aligned with
the Ofsted Framework

‘worcestershire

G5

Early Years
InclusionAtoZ
of resources

Self-Evaluation Tool for Inclusion in the Early Years

Reviewed and updated to reflect EYFS and Ofsted Inclusion expectations 2025, including enhanced
Leadership and Inclusive Practice descriptors. Providers, rooms, and practitioners can evaluate their practice
using a rating system. They may choose Red (not yet evident or no longer used), Amber (emerging in practice),
or Green (securely embedded). This process will help identify areas for development.

Unique Child
Descriptor RAG | Actions/notes Further resources
Child profiles are written with families and Promoting voice and
kept up to date. inclusion - Birth To 5 Matters
Early support in use to support EYFS Early Support tracking
assessment of need. documents | Worcestershire
Feedback on the Self-Evaluat.ion Cou nty Council
Tool for Inclusion in the Early
BOOk Wlth yOU r Area SENCO — Atotal communication environment Speech and language |
. includes various strategies, such as visual Worcestershire County
to S h are yo urau d |t St re ngth S supports like objects of reference, visual Council
timetables, Now/Next displays, and
& areas fOI’ development environmental signage, tailored to the WCF Webinar | Visual

child's developmental level. Signing and Support in the Early Years

“worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education Ccount ycouncil



https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-z-resources?a-z=s
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EYIT Spring & Summer Term Training Courses @ u

Some courses to look out for:

m Visual Support in the Early Years 91987 | 03/03/2026 | Worcestershire County Cricket
Club

m Strategies and resources to support interaction with SEN children 91988  19/05/2026 Worcestershire County Cricket Club

Early Years Community Hub: Spring and Summer Dates can be booked via CPD:
e Spring: Thursday 26 February 6.30pm to 8.30pm, Course code 10529
e Summer: Thursday 11th June 6.30pm to 8.30pm, Course code 10529

* Our Spring term discussion topic will focus on ‘Here and Now! Valuing and supporting the
growth of confident and capable children’.

Next cluster 28t April 6-7.30pm

worcestershire
county council

wwwawoircesteishire.gov.uk/education



https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-training
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https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Early%20Years%20Training%20Directory%20edition%2028%20covering%20May%2025%20to%20March%202026.pdf

©

®*| Focus feature — over to you!

Please pop in the chat topics you might like to discuss in future SEND
Cluster meetings:

Have you been given a strategy, and you are not quite sure what it means or how to
deliver it? Or any of your own ideas? Let us know! eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk

Some ideas:
* Health services - Specialist Play Service
- Child Development Centre

* Good Practice - Adapting the Curriculum

worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education county council



mailto:eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk

Early Years Funding overview

Local Inclusion Fund:

Deadline for Application Forms to be completed online
* Summer Term 2026 13th March 2026

« Summer Term 2026 27th April 2026

Monitoring Form Return Deadlines 2025/2026 Term
Deadline for Monitoring Forms to be completed online

* Spring Term 2026 Between the 1st - 15th February 2026
« Summer Term 2026 Between the 1st - 15th June 2026

@ worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education county council




Early Years Funding update

Following the Early Years Inclusion Funding Consultation that took place in
Autumn 2025, information about the process, criteria and funding rates for the
Inclusion Supplement from April 2026 will be communicated shortly.

We are keen that the processes around this new criteria is transparent and
communicated clearly and would like to invite representation from the sector to
share their views at an online meeting on 26th February 7pm-8.30.

If you interested, then please sign up with your details at:

Early Years Inclusion Funding Conversation Thursday 26th February 7 pm -8.30 pm

And Fillin the form

@ worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education

<~county council



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWlZtbp5eGz9GgPeugdHhIDVUQ0JWVk9FQVBQQk5CQ09SVjVNVERGS1o1Si4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWlZtbp5eGz9GgPeugdHhIDVUQ0JWVk9FQVBQQk5CQ09SVjVNVERGS1o1Si4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWlZtbp5eGz9GgPeugdHhIDVUQ0JWVk9FQVBQQk5CQ09SVjVNVERGS1o1Si4u&route=shorturl

©

For those complex cases that may warrant an extended call don’t forget to sign up to
guarantee a conversation with your Area SENCo

Area SENCo Inclusion Surgeries

Next slots are on:
10t March 2026 slots between 1-3pm and 11%" March for Childminders slots between 6-7pm
Booking is essential as places are limited.
To book your place, please add your name and contact number to this document:
- Book a Surgery Slot

worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education

ounty council


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cWhuv7MJiQbV_gkskUGxfRnlADU7M7iPwhZT-SQv4sE/edit?usp=sharing

Reminder where to find the links for ne@ u
referrals to the EYIP or to request an EHCNA 0

- Useful Links and Resources
¢ Submit an Early Years Notification
Early Years Inclusion Process

¢ Applying for an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment
(EHCNA)

EHCNA Information

== worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education

</county council


https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-process
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/schools-education-and-learning/send-local-offer/ehcp-education-health-and-care-plans

S \/

The Early Years Inclusion Team Inclusion Helpline

* Inclusion helpline and answer machine: 01905 843099

* Inclusion helpline email: eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk

Follow us on Facebook for updates
https://www.facebook.com/WorcsEarlyYears/? rdr
Website:

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-
early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-
settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-
inclusion

worcestershire

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education

ounty council


mailto:eyinclusion@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk
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Thank you for your
participation in the Spring
Term Cluster! See you April

28th ©

© Worcestershire County Council 2025/26
This material is property of Worcestershire County
Council and cannot be shared or copied without prior
consent from the trainer.
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