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Housekeeping 

• This meeting is a live & recorded event – please mute yourself & 
turn off your camera if you do not want to be seen on the 
recording. 

• If you want to ask a question, please type your message in the 
chat and we will respond. Please ensure all personal details are 
removed. 

• Please note we may not be able to cover all questions raised 
today, but please do not hesitate to contact one of the team 
after the event if you need further information or guidance 
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Agenda- action packed tonight! 

• Guest speaker – Lisa Pinkerton 

• EP support – Vicky De Cloedt 

• CCN slot – Kimberley Turnbull 

• Early Years Inclusion Team updates/reminders 

• Funding update 
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The value of visuals in the Early Years 

                           
Welcome Lisa Pinkerton from ‘Widget’ 



Widgit Online 

Worcestershire Early Years Inclusion Team 



Lisa Pinkerton 
Head of Education 
Widgit Software 



https://www.widgit.com/support/index.htm 

https://www.widgit.com/support/index.htm


Objectives 

Understand the purpose and benefits of using symbols. 

Identify high-impact opportunities to use Widgit in EYFS settings. 

Understand how to roll out symbol usage consistently. 

Leave with practical next steps… 



Understanding Inclusion 

presence participation progress 

INCLUSION 



Policy and Practice 



Removing Barriers 



Physical environments 



Physical environments 



How symbols can help… and why 

WARNING:
There is a crossroads 

coming up ahead of you.
Please slow down and be ready 

to stop. 
Straight ahead traffic has priority 

over traffic turning right.

WARNING:
There is a roundabout 

coming up. Slow down and 
prepare to stop your vehicle. 

Yield to traffic from your right. 
Enter when a safe gap appears 
and signal left after passing the 

exit before your desired exit. 

WARNING:
The roads may be

slippery. Reduce your 
speed. Increase your following 

distance and make all movements 
smooth and gradual. 

WARNING:
There is a road hump or  a 
series of road humps up ahead. 
Please slow down and approach 
carefully to avoid damaging your 

vehicle and ensuring safety. 

WARNING:
There is a risk of falling

rocks or the presence of 
rocks that have fallen on the road 
ahead. Please be cautious, reduce 

your speed and be prepared to 
stop. Please report rocks in the 

road to the appropriate authority. 

WARNING:
There is a double bend,

first to the right then to the 
left.  Reduce your speed 

gradually, shift to a lower gear 
and position your vehicle in the 
centre of your lane to maintain 

control and avoid oncoming 
traffic. 



How symbols can help… and why 



Why symbols work… 

visual vs sequential 
processing 

emotional and cognitive 
impact 

concretises abstract ideas 

hamste 
r 

mous 
e 

ca 
t canar 

y 
rabbi 
t do 

ggecko 
parro 
t 

guinea 
pig 



Removing Barriers: Simple Changes 



Symbols vs Pictures 



Symbols vs Pictures 



Why symbols? 



The Widgit Schema 



Who symbolisation supports… 



How symbols support… 



Reflection… 

“Where do pupils in your setting 
currently rely on adult support to 

understand routines, tasks, or 

expectations?” 



The Early Years Resource Pack… 



Communication 



Phonics 



Literacy 



Transitions 



Sequences and Routines 



Navigating the Setting 



Celebrations 



Emotional Literacy and Regulation 



Making Meaningful Choices 







Making Meaningful Choices 



Any Questions? 
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The Educational Psychology Team joins us to share 
a support opportunity 



www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education 

Early Years Practitioner 
Supervision 

Dr Vicky De Cloedt – Educational Psychologist 
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What is Early Years Practitioner Supervision? 

• This is a safe, dedicated, non-judgemental space for Early Years 
Practitioners to collaboratively develop ideas and actions to help 
in supporting a child with additional needs. 

“Supervision is a process of professional learning and 
development that enables individuals to reflect on and develop 
their knowledge, skills, and competence.” (The Health Care and 
Professions Council, 2024) 
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Who will lead the session? 

• Sessions will be facilitated by an Educational Psychologist, and 
they will be supported by an Assistant Educational Psychologist. 
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Why are we offering the sessions? 

• We are offering this space to provide further support to Early Years 
settings outside of the Joint Assessment Meeting process. 

• We felt offering this supervision would be beneficial to support 
early intervention across Early Years. 
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What structure will sessions follow? 
• The supervision sessions take 

a Solution Circles approach. 
• Once the case has been 

presented, the group will have 
the opportunities to ask 
questions and collaboratively 
explore solutions together. 

• Attendees leave the session 
with strategies that they can 
try to implement into their 
practice. 
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What type of case should I bring? 

• You can bring any case that you are finding difficult and needing 
some extra guidance or support with. 

• We just ask that you only bring one case and when signing up you 
include some information about the case you intend to discuss. 
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Attendees and duration? 

• There will be up to 6 attendees 
• Sessions will last for 60 minutes and taker place virtually via MS 

Teams. 
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How do I sign up? 

• Scan the following QR code to sign up for a supervision session: 
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Any questions? 

• You can also contact us with any questions via the following 
email: 

edpsychology@worcestershire.gov.uk 

mailto:edpsychology@worcestershire.gov.uk
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CCN Team slot – Kimberley Turnbull 
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Supporting Children with 
Complex Communication 
Needs in the Early Years 

Kimberley Turnbull 
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A free suite of resources designed to support 
pre-verbal children, or those with complex 
communication needs in Early Years. 



www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education 

The Unique Child - Webinars 
• SCERTS in the Early Years (Part 1 

and 2) 
• Developing early 

communication skills 
• Objects of Reference 
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The Unique Child – Advice Sheets and 
Resources 
Advice Sheets 
• Developing early 

communication/choice 
making 

Resources 
• SCERTS assessment 

forms 
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Positive Relationships: Webinars 
• Developing positive relationships 
• Intensive interaction 
• Copy Box 
• What’s in the box 
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Positive Relationships: Advice sheets and resources 
Advice sheets: 
• Developing positive 

relationships 
• Intensive interaction 
• Copy Box 
• What’s in the box 

Resources: 
• Solution finding chart (early 

years) 
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Enabling Environments: Webinars 
• Designing Meaningful activities 
• Choosing boards 
• Now/Next boards 
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Enabling Environments: Advice Sheets 
Advice Sheets: 
• Designing meaningful activities 
• Choosing boards 
• Now/next 
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Learning and Development: Webcasts 
• Emotional regulation 
• Power of Music 
• Designing sensory curriculum parts 1 and 2 
• Song signifiers 
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Learning and Development: Advice sheets 
and resources 

Advice Sheets: 
Emotional regulation 
Using a sensory approach 
Song signifiers 

Resources: 
Power of music additional songs, assessment tool and visuals. 
Observation template 
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White Paper SEND Reforms 

We believe this will be available by March 2026. 

If you would like to keep your eye on it check it will be disseminated 
through the DfE and Parliament. 

We will cover this in the next cluster hopefully. 
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Reminder: Enhanced Early Years Provision Tender 
The tender for Enhanced Early Years Provision in Redditch/Bromsgrove, Wyre Forest, 
Evesham/Pershore and Malvern is now open.  

The intention is to deliver: 
• enhanced provision for children whose identified complex needs make it difficult to attend 
mainstream early year provision(s) for their full NEF entitlement. 
• enhanced provision that can support dual attendance enabling children to also access 
appropriate support within their local community. 

For more information, please visit: https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-
services/schools-education-and-learning/send-local-offer/childcare-or-preschool-children-
send/enhanced-early-years-provisions 

The deadline for tender submissions is Friday 20th February. 
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Early Years Inclusion A to Z of resources | Worcestershire County Council 

Self-Evaluation Tool for Inclusion 
in Early Years | Worcestershire 
County Council now aligned with 
the Ofsted Framework 

Self Evaluation Tool for Inclusion 

Book with your Area SENCo 
to share your audit strengths 

& areas for development 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-z-resources?a-z=s
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-z-resources/self-evaluation-tool-inclusion-early-years
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-z-resources/self-evaluation-tool-inclusion-early-years
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https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-z-resources/self-evaluation-tool-inclusion-early-years
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EYIT Spring & Summer Term Training Courses 

Some courses to look out for: 

• 

Early Years Community Hub: Spring and Summer Dates can be booked via CPD: 

• Spring: Thursday 26 February 6.30pm to 8.30pm, Course code 10529 

• Summer: Thursday 11th June 6.30pm to 8.30pm, Course code 10529 

• Our Spring term discussion topic will focus on ‘Here and Now! Valuing and supporting the 
growth of confident and capable children’. 

Next cluster 28th April 6-7.30pm 

Early Years training | Worcestershire County Council 

Early Years TD edition 27 

Next SENCo cluster date: 28th April 6-7.30pm

10610 Visual Support in the Early Years 91987 03/03/2026 Worcestershire County Cricket 
Club 

10611 Strategies and resources to support interaction with SEN children 91988 19/05/2026 Worcestershire County Cricket Club 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-training
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https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-training
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Early%20Years%20Training%20Directory%20edition%2028%20covering%20May%2025%20to%20March%202026.pdf
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Focus feature – over to you! 

Please pop in the chat topics you might like to discuss in future SEND 
Cluster meetings: 

Have you been given a strategy, and you are not quite sure what it means or how to 
deliver it? Or any of your own ideas? Let us know! eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Some ideas: 

• Health services  - Specialist Play Service 
                       - Child Development Centre 

• Good Practice - Adapting the Curriculum 

mailto:eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Early Years Funding overview 

Monitoring Form Return Deadlines 2025/2026 Term 

Deadline for Monitoring Forms to be completed online 

• Spring Term 2026 Between the 1st – 15th February 2026 
• Summer Term 2026 Between the 1st – 15th June 2026 

Local Inclusion Fund: 

Deadline for Application Forms to be completed online 

• Summer Term 2026 13th March 2026 

• Summer Term 2026 27th April 2026 
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Early Years Funding update 

Following the Early Years Inclusion Funding Consultation that took place in 
Autumn 2025, information about the process, criteria and funding rates for the 
Inclusion Supplement from April 2026 will be communicated shortly.  

We are keen that the processes around this new criteria is transparent and 
communicated clearly and would like to invite representation from the sector to 
share their views at an online meeting on 26th February 7pm-8.30. 

If you interested, then please sign up with your details at:  
Early Years Inclusion Funding Conversation Thursday 26th February 7 pm -8.30 pm 

And Fill in the form 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWlZtbp5eGz9GgPeugdHhIDVUQ0JWVk9FQVBQQk5CQ09SVjVNVERGS1o1Si4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWlZtbp5eGz9GgPeugdHhIDVUQ0JWVk9FQVBQQk5CQ09SVjVNVERGS1o1Si4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWlZtbp5eGz9GgPeugdHhIDVUQ0JWVk9FQVBQQk5CQ09SVjVNVERGS1o1Si4u&route=shorturl
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Area SENCo Inclusion Surger ies 
For those complex cases that may warrant an extended call don’t forget to sign up to 
guarantee a conversation with your Area SENCo 

Next slots are on: 
10th March 2026 slots between 1-3pm and 11th March for Childminders slots between 6-7pm 
• Booking is essential as places are limited. 
• To book your place, please add your name and contact number to this document: 

Book a Surgery Slot 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cWhuv7MJiQbV_gkskUGxfRnlADU7M7iPwhZT-SQv4sE/edit?usp=sharing
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Reminder where to find the links for new 
referrals to the EYIP or to request an EHCNA 

Useful Links and Resources 
Submit an Early Years Notification 

Early Years Inclusion Process 

Applying for an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment 
(EHCNA) 

EHCNA Information 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-process
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/schools-education-and-learning/send-local-offer/ehcp-education-health-and-care-plans
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The Early Years Inclusion Team Inclusion Helpline 

• Inclusion helpline and answer machine: 01905 843099 

• Inclusion helpline email: eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Follow us on Facebook for updates 

https://www.facebook.com/WorcsEarlyYears/?_rdr 

Website: 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-
early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-
settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-
inclusion 

70 

mailto:eyinclusion@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/WCFEducationServices/info/31/early-years-inclusion
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www.worcestershire.gov.uk/education 

Thank you for your 
participation in the Spring 
Term Cluster! See you April 

28th 
☺

© Worcestershire County Counci l 2025/26 
This mater ial i s property of Worcestershire County 

Counci l and cannot be shared or copied without pr ior 
consent f rom the trainer. 
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